LESSON 1 
DEUTERONOMY 1:1-4:43

In this first speech, Moses focuses on Israel’s past, tracing their history from the giving of the law at Mt. Sinai to the present.

In reviewing their history Moses really tries to drive home two major points:

1. Disobedience has consequences. You have seen those consequences with your own eyes over the past forty years (chapter 1).

2. There is no need to fear as you go to possess the land. Remember the success you have already had in warfare (chapters 2 and 3).

This first speech reaches a climax in chapter four with Moses telling the people that they must be loyal to God if they expect to live and prosper in the land of Canaan.

Introduction (1:1-5); Review of Israel’s History From Sinai to the Present (1:6-3:29)

1. What does verse 1 tell us about the content of this book? What is the time frame given for this book?

2. Reference is made to the land promise in Deuteronomy 1:8. To whom was this promise first spoken?

3. What consequences of disobedience had they suffered in the past? (1:34-46).

4. What point do you think Moses was trying to make by reminding them of this dark time in their history?

5. According to Deuteronomy 1:19-24, whose idea was it to send spies into Canaan?

6. What successes in battle had Israel already had when Moses spoke to them? (2:24-3:11).

7. What effect do you suppose these successes would have on the Israelites as they faced the task of conquering Canaan?

8. Was Moses disappointed about not being able to go into the Promised Land? Read 3:23-29 carefully.

Call to Obedience (4:1-40); Three Cities of Refuge Appointed (4:41-43)

9. What important principle is taught in Deuteronomy 4:2? Are there any similar passages in the New Testament? If so, list them.

10. According to Deuteronomy 4:5-8, what distinguished Israel from other nations?

11. What would happen to Israel if they went after other gods? (4:26-28).

12. What evidence did Israel have that Jehovah is the one and only God? (4:32-40).

13. What action was taken after this first speech?

LESSON 2 
DEUTERONOMY 4:44-7:26

After a brief introduction (4:44-49), Moses begins his second speech by reviewing the Ten Commandments and urging the people to obey them (ch. 5).

He goes on from there to discuss the central commandment of the whole law: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your might.” The Israelites are urged to show their love for God by being loyal to Him and not going after other gods (ch. 6).

Since the influence of idolatry would be so great in the land of Canaan, Israel is given the command to completely destroy the Canaanites and all their places of worship. To be blessed in the land, they must serve God and Him alone (ch. 7).

Introduction To Second Speech (4:44-49)

1. Do these verses give any hint as to what this second speech will be about?

The Ten Commandments Reviewed (ch. 5)

2. According to 5:1, why did Moses want Israel to hear the law?

3. What did God do for the Israelites that put them under obligation to Him? (5:6).

4. What kind of heart pleases God? (One verse in particular has the answer.)

5. After reading 5:32-33, give a good definition of obedience.

The Great Commandment (ch. 6)

6. What was the great commandment of the law? See Matthew 22:34-38 for help on this one.

7. When one loves God, what will be his attitude toward the words of God?

8. When would Israel be tempted to forget God?

9. What would happen to the Israelites if they went after other gods?

10. How important was it to God that future generations be taught the law? Give some verses to support your answer.

Instructions Regarding the Conquest of the Land (ch. 7)

11. What reason is given for the complete destruction of the Canaanites? (7:1-5).

12. Was this the only reason? See Deuteronomy 9:4-5; 18:12.

13. If the Israelites started to think that the nations were too great to conquer, what were they to remember? (7:17-24).

14. See if you can find three reasons Moses gives for why Israel should be faithful to the Lord. One is found in vv. 6-8, a second in vv. 9-11, a third in vv. 12-16.

LESSON 3 
DEUTERONOMY 8-11

It was true enough that Israel had been through some rough times in the wilderness, but now the Lord was bringing them to a “good land,” a land that promised much prosperity. But with this prosperity there would certainly be temptations.

There would first be the temptation to forget God, to think that they had acquired this land with their own power and might. But Moses reminds them that they had always been dependent on God and would need to continue to be dependent on Him (ch. 8).

There would also be the temptation to think that this land was given to them because of their superior righteousness. To counter this claim, Moses reminds the people of their disobedient past, and how without his intercession and God’s mercy, they would not even be here today (9:1-10:11).

With the Lord’s goodness and mercy on their minds, Moses appeals to the people again to love God and keep His commandments, assuring them that their obedience will be rewarded (10:12-11:32).

Caution Against Self-Sufficiency (ch. 8)

1. What was God trying to teach the Israelites during their wilderness experiences?

2. They had been through some lean times in the wilderness, but how did Moses predict things were going to be in Canaan?
3. What great temptation would be presented during prosperous times?

4. What exactly were they to do during these times of prosperity? (8:6, 10-11, 18).

Caution Against Self-Righteousness (9:1-10:11)

5. What would not be the reason for their possession of the promised land? (9:1-5).

6. What illustrations of Israel’s unrighteousness are given? (9:6-29).

7. Which illustration of their unrighteousness receives the most attention?

8. What was God ready to do with Israel after the golden calf incident?

9. How were they spared?
Israel’s Obligation to God (10:12-11:25)

10. What kind of circumcision is described in 10:16?

11. Why do you think Moses is spending so much time reminding the people of what God has done for them?

12. Where are words of God to be laid up?

Israel’s Choices (11:26-32)

13. What were the choices put before Israel?

14. Do we have the same choices put before us today?

LESSON 4 
DEUTERONOMY 12-18

This section is a continuation of Moses’ second speech. While the first part (chs. 5-11) dealt mainly with general principles of obedience, the second part (chs. 12-26) deals more in specifics. Many of the specific laws given earlier in Exodus, Leviticus, and Numbers are repeated in this section, but many times with new emphasis.

In chapters 12-15 regulations are given concerning the place of worship, the slaughter of animals for food, the destruction of idols, clean and unclean animals, tithes, and the Sabbatical Year. These regulations are given added weight by warnings against disobedience.

Chapters 16-18 include a discussion of the annual feasts, laws dealing with the administration of justice and the choosing of a king, and regulations pertaining to priests, Levites, and prophets. The people are encouraged to obey the Lord in all these matters, so that things will be well with them in the land of Canaan.

The Place of Worship (ch. 12)

1. What were the people to do with all the places where the Canaanite nations worshiped their gods? Why?

2. When they got into the land of Canaan, where would they worship God and offer their sacrifices?

3. What kind of sacrifices did some of the Canaanite nations offer? (12:31).

4. How were the children of Israel to respond to what God had commanded them? (12:32).

The Danger of Idolatry (ch. 13)

5. What was to be done to a false prophet who tried to entice the people to follow after other gods?

6. What was to be done in the case of a whole city going after other gods?

Improper Mourning (14:1-2); Clean and Unclean Animals (14:3-21); Laws About Tithing (14:22-29)

7. What is the reason given for not participating in certain mourning customs?

8. What was to be done with their tithe every third year?

The Year of Release (15:1-18); Firstborn Animals (15:19-23)

9. How did the year of “release” apply to debts? (15:1-6); the poor? (15:7-11); slaves? (15:12-18).

10. What was to be done with the firstborn males of the flocks and herds?

The Three Annual Feasts (16:1-17); Judges (16:18-20); Heathen Symbols (16:21-22)

11. List the three annual feasts of the Israelites when all male Israelites had to appear before the Lord.

12. What were they to appoint in their cities? What were their qualifications?

Various Laws Pertaining to the Administration of Justice (ch. 17)

13. How was one to be punished if he went after other gods?

14. Moses anticipated the time when Israel would ask for a king. What would be the requirements of a good king?

Support of Priests and Levites (18:1-8); Prophets (18:9-22)

15. Can you think of any modern day practices that might be condemned in 18:9-13?

16. In Deuteronomy 18:18, who is this prophet that Moses says God will raise up? Look for passages that show the fulfillment of this prophecy.

17. How could a false prophet be detected?

LESSON 5 
DEUTERONOMY 19-26

In chapters 19 and 20 laws are given dealing with criminal actions and warfare. Cities of refuge were provided for those guilty of manslaying, but murderers were given no protection (ch. 19). As a nation Israel would engage in war, but even war had to be carried out according to God’s word (ch. 20).

Many different laws are discussed in chapters 21-26, including laws dealing with atonement for unknown murderers, sexual morality, property rights, divorce and remarriage, corporal punishment, leprosy, weights and measures, and many others.

Moses concludes this second speech with an appeal to the Israelites to “observe these statutes and judgments...with all your heart and with all your soul” (26:16).

Murder and Manslaying (19:1-13); Property Boundaries (19:14); Law Concerning Witnesses (19:15-21)

1. What was the difference between a manslayer and a murderer? Do we have distinctions like this in our civil law today?

2. What was the purpose of the cities mentioned in this passage? For further information on these cities, see Exodus 21:12-14; Numbers 35:9-34.

3. Find the New Testament passages where Deuteronomy 19:15 is quoted.

Principles Governing Warfare (ch. 20)

4. When the Israelites were about to go into battle, what was to give them the courage they needed?

5. In what cases were men exempt from battle?

6. What was the difference between the treatment of cities far away and the treatment of cities within the land of Canaan? Why the difference?

Law Concerning Unsolved Murder (21:1-9); Female War Prisoners (21:10-14); Firstborn Inheritance Rights (21:15-17); The Rebellious Son (21:18-21); Body of an Executed Criminal (21:22-23)

7. Describe the procedure used in a case where a man was found dead and no one knew who killed him.

8. What special regulation is given concerning firstborn inheritance rights?

9. What was to be done to a stubborn and rebellious son after efforts to chasten him had failed?

10. Where in the New Testament is Deuteronomy 21:23 quoted and to whom is it specifically applied?

Miscellaneous Laws (22:1-12); Laws of Sexual Morality (22:13-30)

11. Do you think the principle found in Deuteronomy 22:5 still applies today? If so, can you cite some New Testament passages which uphold this principle?

12. Society in general has taken a very lax view toward sexual immorality. Judging from 22:13-30, what is God’s attitude toward it?

Those Excluded From the Congregation (23:1-8); Cleanliness of the Camp Site (23:9-14); Miscellaneous Laws (23:15-25)

13. Give a list of those not allowed to enter “the congregation of the Lord.”

Divorce and Remarriage (24:1-4); Miscellaneous Laws (24:5-22)

14. Read Deuteronomy 24:1-4 carefully. What was the design or purpose of this law?

15. What does Jesus say about divorce and remarriage in Matthew 19:3-9?

16. Cite some laws from chapter 24 that show how kind and benevolent the people were to be to each other.

17. What important principle is brought out in Deuteronomy 24:16?

Corporal Punishment (25:1-3); Ox Not To Be Muzzled (25:4); Marriage Duty of Surviving Brother (25:5-10); Miscellaneous Laws (25:11-19)

18. If a person was to be beaten for punishment what limit was put on the number of blows he could receive? See 2 Corinthians 11:24 where Paul makes reference to this form of punishment.

19. Where is Deuteronomy 25:4 quoted in the New Testament? What point is made in these New Testament passages?

Offerings of Firstfruits and Tithes (26:1-15); A Special People of God (26:16-19)

20. What were the Israelites to do with their first produce of the land?

LESSON 6 
DEUTERONOMY 27-34

This final section of Deuteronomy can be divided into two parts: the third and final speech of Moses (chs. 27-30), and the final acts of Moses (chs. 31-34).

In his final speech, Moses makes an earnest appeal to the people to be obedient to their Lord. In previous chapters, Moses has dealt at length with specific regulations of the law, but now they are urged to not only hear these laws, but also to do them. Moses enforces his appeal by reminding them of the blessings resulting from obedience and curses resulting from disobedience.

In the last days of his life, Moses transfers the leadership to Joshua, writes a song for the nation, and gives them a final blessing. After being permitted to view the land from Mt. Nebo, Moses breaths his last breath. The greatness of Moses is seen in the remark made in Deuteronomy 34:10: “But since then there has not arisen in Israel a prophet like Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face.”

Covenant Renewal Ceremonies to be Completed in Canaan (ch. 27)

1. What was Israel to do when they crossed over the Jordan to the land of Canaan?

2. What is meant by the statement in 27:9, “This day you have become the people of the Lord your God”? Were they not already the people of God?

3. Describe the blessing and cursing ceremony that was to take place in Canaan.

Blessings (28:1-14) and Curses (28:15-68)

4. What would determine whether Israel received blessings or curses?

5. Why do you think more time was spent describing the curses than the blessings?

Covenant Renewed (ch. 29)

6. Is God making a different covenant with Israel than the one He made with them at Mt. Sinai?

7. If curses did come upon Israel, what would be the explanation? (29:24-28).

Repentance and Forgiveness (30:1-10); Possibility of Obedience (30:11-14); Choice of Life or Death (30:15-20)

8. In chapter 28 one of the curses was being taken captive by other nations. If this curse did come upon them, but they returned to the Lord, what would the Lord then do?

9. What point is Moses making in Deuteronomy 30:11-14?

10. What does Moses mean when he says, “I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing”?

Joshua, The New Leader of Israel (31:1-8); Provision Made For Reading The Law (31:9-13); Charge Given to Moses and Joshua (31:14-23); Order to Levites to Put the Law in the Ark (31:24-29)

11. Who would be Israel’s leader after Moses?

12. What words of encouragement does Moses offer to the people?

13. How often was the law to be read before all the people?

Moses’ Song of Witness (31:30-32:47); Moses Prepares For Death (32:48-52)

14. Explain how this song would be a witness for God against Israel.

15. What was Moses allowed to do before his death?

Moses Blesses the Tribes (ch. 33)

16. Are all the tribes named in this blessing of Israel?

The Death of Moses (ch. 34)

17. Where did Moses die? How old was he when he died? What was his physical condition at the time of his death?

18. How is Moses described in comparison with other prophets?

Lesson 7 
Joshua 1-4

Look for several key things in Joshua 1-4:

· The orders given to Joshua in chapter one. Notice how God includes words of encouragement when He gives these orders to Joshua (e. g. “I will not leave you nor forsake you”).

· Rahab’s heroic deed in chapter two. Although she did lie at one point in order to protect the spies, she did show a measure of faith in God.

· Israel’s miraculous crossing of the Jordan in chapter three.

· The setting up of the memorial stones to commemorate the crossing of the Jordan in chapter four.

God’s Charge to Joshua (1: 1-9): Preparation for Crossing Jordan (1:10-11); Message to Reubenites, Gadites, and Half-tribe of Manasseh (1: 12-18)

1. What great task does God give to Joshua?

2. What encouragement did God offer to Joshua for carrying out this task?

3. According to v. 8, what would Joshua have to do to be prosperous and successful?

4. What order was given to the Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh? What was their response?

Rahab and the Spies (ch. 2)

5. What were the spies sent to do, according to v. 1?

6. Explain how Rahab kept the spies from being discovered.

7. Under what conditions would Rahab and her family be spared in the siege of Jericho?

8. What did the spies report to Joshua?

Crossing the Jordan (ch. 3)

9. What was the purpose of this miracle (besides enabling everyone to cross over)? (vv. 7, 10)

10. What was the condition of the Jordan at this time? (v. 15).

Memorial Stones (ch. 4)

11. What was the purpose of setting up these stones?

12. In what two places were stones set up?

13. What attitude did the people now have toward Joshua? (v. 14)

Lesson 8
Joshua 5-8

Here are some things to look for in this section:

· While camped at Gilgal several significant events take place:

· The people are circumcised according to the commandment of God (5:2-9).

· The Passover is observed (5:10).

· The manna that sustained them in the wilderness ceases. They will begin now to enjoy the fruits of their new land (5:11-12).

· The conquest of Jericho is related in 5:13-6:27. Take note of the method God uses to defeat Jericho.

· There is an unsuccessful attempt to capture Ai because of sin in Israel’s camp. Achan is found to be guilty of taking some of the accursed (or devoted) things from Jericho (ch. 7).

· After Achan and his family are punished, Israel goes up against Ai again, this time with success. Note the interesting strategy used in this battle (8:1-29).

· An interesting ceremony takes place after the defeat of Ai (8:30-35).

Effect of the Crossing (5:1); Second Generation Circumcised (5:2-9); Passover Observed and Manna Stopped (5:10-12); Joshua’s Vision (5:13-15)

1. What effect did the crossing of Jordan have on the kings of the Amorites and kings of the Canaanites?

2. What had to be done soon after they crossed the Jordan? (vv. 2-9)

3. What feast did Israel observe at Gilgal?

4. Why did the manna cease?

5. What did Joshua see when he was “by Jericho”?

Conquest and Destruction of Jericho (ch. 6)

6. Describe the strategy used in capturing Jericho.

7. Whose life was spared during this conquest and why?

8. What warning was given about rebuilding the city of Jericho?

Defeat at Ai and Achan’s Sin (ch. 7)

9. Why was the Lord angry with Israel? Compare 7:1 with 6:17-19.

10. What happened when Israel tried to take Ai?

11. What was done to Achan and his family?

The Fall of Ai (8:1-29); Covenant Renewed (8:30-35)

12. Describe the strategy used in taking Ai.

13. What was done to the king of Ai?

14. What activities took place after this battle? (vv. 30-35)

Lesson 9
Joshua 9-12

A quick summary of this section:

· Israel is deceived into making a covenant with the Gibeonites (ch. 9). You will recall that God had strictly forbidden Israel to make any covenants with the inhabitants of Canaan (see Exodus 23:31-32; 34:12; Deuteronomy 7:2).

· When Gibeon is attacked by an alliance of southern kings, Joshua brings his troops to the rescue and wins a great victory. Observe several unusual features of this battle. Israel goes on from there to conquer many other cities in the southern region of Canaan (ch. 10).

· The campaign turns northward when some of the northern kingdoms band together to fight against Israel. With God fighting for them, Israel conquers many of the cities in the northern region of Canaan (11:1-15).

· This section concludes with a summary of Israel’s conquests (11:16-12:24).

Treaty with Gibeon (ch. 9)

1. How did the Gibeonites convince the Israelites that they were from a far country?

2. What difference would it make to the Israelites whether these people lived in the land or were from a far country? See Deuteronomy 20:10-18.

3. What big mistake did the Israelites make in this whole matter? (v. 14)

4. What position was assigned to the Gibeonites? (vv. 23, 27)

Battle of the Long Day (10:1-27); Other Victories in the South (10:28-43)

5. Why did these five kings want to fight against Gibeon?

6. How did Israel get involved in this battle?

7. What special help did God give Israel in this battle?

8. What happened to these five kings?

Northern Campaign (11:1-15); Summary of Conquests (11:16-23)

9. Who was the leader of this group of northern kingdoms that banded together against Israel?

10. What assurance did God give Joshua? (v. 6)

11. What statement is made about Joshua’s obedience in this chapter?

12. Did Israel make peace with any other cities besides Gibeon?

Kings Defeated by Israel Under Moses (12:1-16); Under Joshua (12:17-24)

13. How many kings were defeated under the leadership of Moses and Joshua?

Lesson 10
Joshua 13-17

Up to this point the emphasis has been on the conquest of the land. It will now shift to the division of the land. Chapters 13-22 will deal primarily with the division of the land among the various tribes. Here are some highlights:

· Before dividing the land on the west side of the Jordan, the boundaries are established for the inheritances of Reuben, God, and the half-tribe of Manasseh (ch. 13). You will recall that these tribes had earlier settled on the east side of the Jordan.

· Caleb is given a special inheritance—“because he wholly followed the Lord God of Israel” (ch. 14).

· The tribe of Judah is the first of the remaining nine and one-half tribes to receive its inheritance (ch. 15). An indication of future trouble is given in v. 63: “As for the Jebusites, the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the children of Judah could not drive them out.”

· Next in line to receive their inheritance were the two tribes that descended from Joseph’s two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh (chs. 16-17). Pay attention to their complaint and how Joshua answers it.

Command to Divide the Land (13:1-7); Division of’ the Land East of the Jordan (13:8-32)

1. What two circumstances were present when the command to divide the land was given?
(v. 1).

2. What promise was made concerning those lands that were not yet in Israel’s possession?

3. Which tribes settled east of the Jordan River?

4. Who had divided this land on the east side?

5. What is said in this chapter about Levi’s inheritance?

Introduction to Division of Land West of Jordan (14:1-5), Caleb’s Inheritance (14:6-15)

6. Who distributed the land west of the Jordan?

7. What city was given to Caleb and why was he given special consideration?

Inheritance of the Tribe of Judah (ch. 15)

8. What offer did Caleb make and who took him up on it?

9. Whom did the children of Judah fail to drive out of their territory?

Inheritance of the Sons of Joseph (chs. 16-17)

10. Which two tribes descended from Joseph?

11. What complaint did these two tribes bring to Joshua? How did he answer their complaint?

Lesson 11
Joshua 18-22

Here are some things to look for in these chapters:

· The tabernacle is set up at Shiloh and the inheritances of the seven remaining tribes are distributed. The city of Timnath Serah is given to Joshua for his own inheritance (chs. 18-19).

· Along with the cities of refuge already appointed on the east side of the Jordan (Deut. 4:41-43), three more are appointed on the west side (ch. 20). For further information on these cities, you may want to read Numbers 35:9-34 and Deuteronomy 19:1-13.

· The Levites receive 48 cities within their “common-lands” as an inheritance. These cities are scattered throughout the twelve tribes (ch. 21).

· Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh return to their land on the east side of the Jordan and build an altar there. This altar sparks a heated controversy, but it is quickly settled (ch. 22).

Survey of the Land Still To Be Divided (18:1-10); Inheritance of Benjamin (18:11-28)

1. Where was the tabernacle set up? Locate this city on a map, if you have access to one.

2. Why did certain tribes have to be scolded by Joshua?

3. What did Joshua order them to do?

4. Between what tribes was the inheritance of Benjamin located?

Inheritance of Simeon (19:1-9); Zebulun (19:10-16); Issachar (19:17-23); Asher (19:24-31); Naphtali (19:32-39); Dan (19:40-43); Joshua (19:49-50); Conclusion (19:51).

5. What was unusual about the inheritance of Simeon?

6. What city did Joshua receive? Where was it located?

7. Where were all these land divisions made? (19:51).

Cities of Refuge (ch. 20)

8. What was the purpose of cities of refuge?

9. List the six cities of refuge. Can you locate them on a map?

Inheritance of Levites (ch. 21)

10. What were the Levites given for an inheritance? How far did the common-land extend around these cities?

11. What do we learn about God from 21:43-45?

Relations Between the Western Tribes and the Eastern Tribes (ch. 22)

12. Now that Canaan was in the hands of Israel, what were the eastern tribes permitted to do?

13. What action did the eastern tribes take that angered the other tribes?

14. What defense did the eastern tribes make? (22:21-29).

15. What was the end result? (22:30-34).

Lesson 12
Joshua 23-24

“Joshua, whose influence had kept Israel loyal to God, was about to leave them; and as Moses did just before his death, Joshua called all Israel around to hear his parting words of warning and challenge” (Jensen).

Here are some highlights of these final two chapters:

· Greatly concerned that Israel might be influenced to serve other gods, Joshua makes a passionate appeal to Israel to remain faithful to God and to His word (23:1-11). He warns them of the serious consequences should they forsake God and serve idols (23:12-16).

· Joshua helps Israel see their obligation to God by detailing some of the things God had done for them (24:1-13). When called upon to choose whom they will serve, the people reply, “The Lord our God we will serve, and His voice we will obey” (24:14-28).

· The last few verses record the death of Joshua (24:29-31); the burial of Joseph’s bones (24:32); and the death of Eleazar the high priest (24:33).

Charge Given to the Tribes of Israel (ch. 23)

1. To whom did Joshua give credit for Israel’s success? Give some verses to support your answer.

2. What would Israel need to do to prosper in Canaan? (vv. 6, 8, 11)

3. What did Joshua mean when he said, “I am going the way of all the earth” (v. 14)?

4. What would happen to Israel if they forsook God and began serving idols?

Renewal of the Covenant (24:1-28); Death of Joshua (24:29-31); Bones of Joseph (24:32); Death of Eleazar (24:33)

5. From vv. 2-13, list five different things God had done for Israel.

6. What choice did Joshua ask Israel to make?

7. Whom did they choose to serve and why?

8. Explain what Joshua means in v. 19,when he says, “you cannot serve the Lord.”

9. How effective was Joshua’s leadership, according to v. 31?

10. How old was Joshua when he died?

11. What was done with the bones of Joseph?
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